17 Bargraphbingo

Activity type Bingo game as a vocabulary revision exercise
Number of students Minimum of 6

Functions practised Recognizing word meanings; completing a graph
Lexical area Vocabulary for describing trends

Grammar involved Present Simple, Past Simple

Setting up

Plan to put your students in small groups. Groups of three to four are ideal although a group of up
to six is possible. Copy a bingo sheet (Game Sheets 17a and 17b) for each student in the group.
There are four different bingo sheets: A, B, C, and D. Plan to give each student a different sheet.
However, should vou have a group with more than four players, you can give two students
identical sheets. Copy one word sheet (Game Sheet 17¢) and one bar graph information sheet
{(Game Sheert 17d) for each group. Cut out the twenty word cards from the word sheet as well as
the six strips of bar graph information and the bar graph itself.

Playing the game

The aim of the game is for students to complete the bar graph as quickly as possible. Students
shuffle the cut-out word cards and put them face down in the middle of the table. They also make a
pile face down of the bar graph information cards. They should take turns turning up the word
cards and reading them out. They should not supply the answers; cach student is expected to
decide individually what the correct answer is. If students have the correct answer on their word
sheet, they may cross the word our. When they have crossed out three words 1n a row, either
horizontally, vertically, or diagonally, they call out ‘bingo!’. Each time a student gets a bingo, he or
she may take one of the bar graph information cards. When members of a group have a total of six
bingos and have drawn all the information cards, they may stop the bingo game and begin to
complete the graph. The group to complete the graph first is the winner.

Variation

If you have a minimum of preparation time, you can skip the bar graph phase of the game and just
play a straightforward bingo game with the whole class instead of groups. Then, of course, you
won’t need ro cut up the word sheet. Just read all the definitions on vour word sheet to the class
until everyone in the class has had ar least one bingo. It is fun (even with adult students) to reward
each bingo with a small sweet or some other token prize.
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